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// Focus on the mam functlon

Jxmmy Carter put his Naval concern _with mtelhgence
' Academy classmate, Stansfield operations than with satisfying the
* 'Turner, in charge of the CIA__ standards of some liberals who
j because ~the agency urgently think that spying is a nasty

e v -

needed the attention of someone ;busmess that a democracy

i - whom the President could trust. ~shouldn’t be doing. - =~ -:~.:-" "
3 We say  that assuming the - LT
© President wanted to be sure that - .

" the CIA would.continue to perform

.. its principal function of spying on

the Communists but to be sure also .

that the CIA would. cease prying Perhaps the CIA needed cleamng

into the affaxrs of US cmzens co out and reorganizing. President

: .. Carter obviously thought so. But -

Admiral Turner hasfxred several " 'we hope he and Admiral Turner -

: CIA employees and reporters say ~ aren't concentrating on satisfying

( : there will be more dismissals. We ' the “critics who can be totally -

hear that morale within the agency satisfied only if the - U.S.

has been shattered. That doesn’t government gets out of the | -

_ tell us anything definitive because intelligence business. - The

we don't know why the agents were . reorganization should be . in 'the

fired. Did they have to go because - direction of making our .

. they’d been involved in improper- intelligence operations more '

" - domestic surveillance or did they - effectlve and more reliable. RE

" not fit into the new direction R

. Admiral Turner and President  Our | government ‘needs "to

: f th Amlmml_ze the guessing and to get.-
Carter .are chartlug,_ orl e: “the- facts of what the masor :

 Of course it’'s a nasty busmess
“but most countries are engaged in
.it .to some degree because self-’
" preservation requires it. '

; N S 4"*-‘? communist powers, China and the :]

[ After all the’ ruckus about some - -Soviet. Union, are up to. That -
. unsavory __CIA .operations, a -:should be the essential function of .~
S congressional ‘committee was - the CIA: and it should be so well -
- - appointed to exercise surveillance, | perfbrmed that the possibility that °
= butnot to reveal to the public what - either power ‘could surprise . us’
P the agency was doing. On the face - militarily becomes ‘virtually non--
" . of-it that was a good move. But'..existent! Let the bleeding hearts:
- we'd feel better about it if we knew : complam but don’t permit.them to-
for sure that. there w1ll be- more - ,have the’xr way
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